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but rather a temporary abode whence the prisoner who
had been found guilty passed on to the gallows, pillory,
stocks, or was fined or transported.
Another institution which recalled a rougher age was
Bridewell, which served as a workhouse and house of
correction. Vagrants and harlots were made to beat
hemp there; and a typical scene in the women's section
is depicted in Plate IV of The Harlot's Progress. A
contemporary who visited Bridewell says of the women
at work there:
"They smelt as frowsily as so many goats in a Welsh
gentleman's stable, and looked with as much modesty
as so many Newgate Saints canonized at the Old
Bailey."1
The whipping of women there was one of the sights of
the town, and there was always a crowd of idlers and
visitors. The women were brought before the Governor
and Court, and what then ensued is best described in
the words of the witness already quoted;
"Another accusation being then delivered by a flat-cap
against a poor wretch, who had no friend to speak in
her behalf, proclamation was made, viz: 'All you who
are willing  E------th  T------11   should   have   present
punishment, pray hold up your hands.' This was
done accordingly, and then she was ordered the
civility of the house, and was forced to show her
tender back to the grave sages of the august assembly,
who were moved by her modest mien, together with
the whiteness of her skin, to give her but gentle
correction/'2
1  Ward, E.: The London Spy, p. 108.
2  ibid., p. 109.
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